
The SA Oyster Industry



SA Oyster Research Council has 
purchased 14 SenseRight probes

 All probes will measure 
temperature, wind speed and 
direction and tide height

 3 probes will additionally measure 
Ph, DO and Salinity

 Growers will have access to all 
sensors across the State

 AgTech Producers Group to help 
growers assess data for farming 
decisions



Unusual weather
 Flinders current was very strong and swept 

into Coffin Bay and then continued into 
Streaky Bay

 Food counts skyrocketed in Coffin Bay. Best 
start to the year

 However, this also bought in a PST algae, 
Pseudo-nitzschia sp and a never before seen 
increase of barnacles

 Coffin Bay was closed for a week in June
 Streaky Bay was closed for 5 weeks over 

July/August
 However, the rest of the State are struggling 

with no food in the water. Coming into the 
second half of the year oyster condition is 
hard to come by



Vibrio parahaemolyticus outbreak 2021
 March 2021, 21 cases of Vp were reported and SA Health 

commenced investigations
 Second outbreak commenced in September 2021. 268 cases were 

reported being linked to SA oysters from September to February 
2022

 Coffin Bay was closed by PIRSA Food Safety and a Stock Standstill 
was implemented by SA Health

 Coffin Bay oysters were recalled estimated to exceed $3 million in 
costs

 The remaining SA oyster growing regions agreed to a voluntary 
closure

 Extensive testing was conducted to reopen Coffin Bay



Vibrio parahaemolyticus outbreak 2021
What was implemented

 PIRSA Food Safety implemented the Vibrio 
Control Plan. A strict plan for harvesting and 
cooling oysters was adopted

 SAOGA produced a “Best Practice Guide” for 
SA growers

 A packing and stacking study was 
undertaken to determine the most efficient 
way to cool oysters prior to shipment

 A case study, 2021-097 Environmental risk 
factors that may contribute to Vibrio 
outbreaks: A South Australian case study, was 
funded by FRDC

 SAORC part funded temperature loggers for 
growers



Growth of the SA Oyster Industry

Source: BDO SA AQUACULTURE: OYSTER FARMING ECONOMIC INDICATORS DASHBOARD 
2022/23 

https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/primary_industry/aquaculture/publications



Source: BDO SA AQUACULTURE: OYSTER FARMING ECONOMIC INDICATORS DASHBOARD 
2022/23 

Predicted growth for the next 3 years

https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/primary_industry/aquaculture/publications



Source: BDO SA AQUACULTURE: SUMMARY ECONOMIC INDICATORS DASHBOARD 
2022/23

Where SA Oysters sit within the SA 
Aquaculture sector

https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/primary_industry/aquaculture/publications



Oyster Basket Recycling

 SAOGA have been working with Next Gen Waste Co. 
and Q Mechanical to combat the stockpile and 
ongoing issue of end of life oyster baskets

 Q Mechanical have designed and are building a mobile 
plastic shredder

 Next Gen Waste Co. are in the development stage of 
recycling plastics and have a number of different 
machines in testing stage

 Moving forward SAOGA will also be approaching oyster 
basket manufactures, oyster growers, researches and 
our State counterparts to collectively contend this issue 



SA OYSTER INDUSTRY SEMINAR

24TH and 25TH OCTOBER, 2024

COWELL

Scan the QR Code to register
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