
 

  

ShellMAP 
Grower Sampling Program 

Purpose: Authorise shellfish growers to collect bacteriological water samples on 
behalf of ShellMAP 

Following feedback from growers and industry representatives, ShellMAP has developed a grower sampling 
program to authorise and enable shellfish growers to collect bacteriological water samples in accordance 
with relevant regulatory requirements. The grower sampling program aims to optimise future financial 
costs associated with the statewide water monitoring program whilst maintaining and improving food 
safety standards.  

Water samples collected by growers will be used for 
the purpose of shellfish harvest area classification by 
ShellMAP. These samples are taken following adverse 
pollution conditions (APC) which are associated with 
increased thermotolerant bacteria levels in the water. 
Examples of APC conditions include environmental 
conditions such as increased rainfall, increased river 
flow, or decreased salinity in a growing area; and other 
predictable conditions such as tidal influences, tourism, 
or other locally relevant events.  

 
Benefits of the grower sampling program include: 

 Industry development through grower water 
sampling training  

 Increase data collection to improve shellfish food 
safety and fine tune environmental management 
criteria for harvest areas 

 Enhanced responsiveness for samples after APC 
events across the state 

 Greater capacity for targeted sampling following 
APC events more relevant to specific harvest 
areas 

 

 

ShellMAP will continue to collect the minimum number of 6 APC samples as per Australian Shellfish 
Quality Assurance Program requirements for all shellfish harvest areas. 
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Grower Sampling Program Requirements: 
 To become qualified as a ShellMAP-authorised sampler, growers must complete the UTAS 

Shellfish Safety Supervisors Course (see QR code below) and demonstrate competency 
through a practical demonstration/assessment coordinated by ShellMAP staff 

 To start the process of becoming a recognised ShellMAP-authorised sampler, growers must 
complete and submit an Application for Grower Sampling Authorisation 

 ShellMAP will maintain a register of all authorised samplers 
 Sampler competency will be assessed annually by ShellMAP staff during harvest area visits.  
 Samples are to be collected as outlined in the ShellMAP-Authorised Grower Sampling Manual 
 Sampling plans will need to be discussed with ShellMAP prior to collection and submission to ensure 

grower samples are valid for harvest area classification 
 Samples taken by growers will be additional to the minimum required APC samples organised by 

ShellMAP to meet ASQAP requirements. 
 

UTAS Shellfish Safety Supervisors Course 

This course has been developed by UTAS, FRDC, and 
Oysters Australia to train personnel who plan to 
undertake shellfish farm supervisor roles. This course will 
approximately 8 hours of study time to complete 
including a face-to-face discussion. There are no formal 
assignments required for this course 
and all participants will receive a 
Certificate of Attendance on 
completion. Scan the QR code for 
the course registry. 

 

ShellMAP-Authorised Grower Sampling 
Manual 

ShellMAP has developed a manual for the authorised 
samplers to establish an effective, accountable and 
transparent framework for supporting collection of water 
samples. The guide contains detailed procedures for 
sampling and sample submission forms for growing areas 
around the state and must be followed accordingly. 

Please read through the attached ShellMAP-Authorised Grower Sampling Manual, if you are interested in 
becoming an authorised sampler simply contact ShellMAP (shellmap@nre.tas.gov.au).   

ShellMAP welcomes your feedback to ensure the program operates effectively for all parties involved. If 
you have any questions, please contact ShellMAP using the details below.




