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12t September 2025

Mr Duncan Spender
Email: ceo@oysterstasmania.org

Dear Mr Spender

| refer to your red tape reduction referral of 25 March 2025, regarding the Department of
Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas)’s Parks and Wildlife Service
(PWS) requirements for obtaining approvals to conduct works on Crown land, and to the
subsequent additional contextual information provided on 7 May 2025. | apologise for the
delay in providing this response to you, noting the July State election and caretaker period
intervened.

As you may be aware, the Crown Lands Act 1976 (CLA) sets out activities that must not be
undertaken on Crown land without lawful authority. These activities include using or occupying
Crown land. Approvals may be in the form of a lease, a licence or a works authority depending
on the nature and scope of the proposed activity.

Crown land seabed is subject to the provisions of the CLA. In addition to issuing works
authorities for one-off activities, many Crown agreements are granted in respect to facilities
below high water mark, including marinas, jetties and slipways, as well as other ongoing
activities such as dredging and silt removal.

All contemporary Crown agreements require lessees and licensees to seek the Crown’s
consent (as the lessor/licensor) to modify or construct a new structure within their agreement
area. This enables the PWS to assess whether the proposed works are consistent both with
the agreement’s Permitted Use and any other terms and conditions.

Activities on Crown land must be conducted in accordance with applicable laws, including
planning laws under the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993. The Crown, as a
landowner, may in some circumstances be liable if there are breaches of planning
requirements on Crown land even when undertaken by a tenant (lessee/licensee).

As you would therefore appreciate, it is appropriate for works approvals to be sought from the
PWS to ensure that its tenants are using an agreement in accordance with the terms and
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conditions of the contract and in accordance with other laws that may impact on the use of
Crown land.

| note you raise particular concerns regarding the time taken for PWS to assess and approve
an activity for silt removal at Boomer Bay. | am advised that this was, in part, due to the
applicant taking three months to provide the necessary additional information to enable the
assessment to be undertaken. PWS advises that should there be a future requirement for the
same or similar works, the applicant may wish to contact the relevant council and the
Environmental Protection Authority Tasmania (EPA) so their requirements can be addressed
as part of the application to PWS. This would result in PWS only needing to confirm the
advice as provided and include any relevant matters in the conditions of the authority rather
than to refer the application to these external bodies as part of the assessment process.

Finally, | am advised that the term of the authority is deemed an adequate window within
which a one-off dredging activity should be able to occur. Given the legislative responsibilities
of the Crown to assess proposed works as detailed above, it is not possible for an open-
ended authority to be provided as there may be changes in the environment, or other factors,
that need to be considered for future activities.

It is understood that dredging in the area appears to be undertaken approximately every two
to three years with the last approval in 2022, which included specialist advice from within NRE
Tas as well as the EPA, and which was provided within eight weeks of the application being
received. Should an oyster farmer wish to pursue an authority that enables multiple dredging
activities over a period of years, this could be pursued through a licence, which would require
assessment as per normal process, but may also include a requirement for a dredging plan.

Thank you again your feedback in relation to the current processes for seeking approvals to
undertake works on Crown land. Should you wish to discuss this further, then please contact
Ms Alice Holeywell-Jones, General Manager (Park Operations and Business Services) at
alice.holeywell-jones@parks.tas.gov.au

Yours sincerely

/'/"

Hon Nick Duigan MLC
Minister for Parks
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