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Dear Mr Spender Puncan

Revision of the Tasmanian Bivalve Mollusc Biotoxin Management Plan

| am writing in relation to your letter of 26 June 2023 to me, requesting the Tasmanian Bivalve
Mollusc Biotoxin Management Plan be revised. | have been advised that staff from my
Department’'s Tas ShellMAP team have been in discussion with your organisation in relation
to your request.

After extensive analysis and review by the ShellMAP team, | am pleased to tell you that my
Department will be enacting a risk-based sampling regime for the Tasmanian oyster industry.
With this new sampling schedule the total overall number of biotoxin tests will be reduced by
sampling less frequently in the low-risk seasons. This will allow for a reduction in testing costs
to growers, while maintaining a low risk of missing biotoxin exceedances and not
compromising food safety.

The frequency of testing for each growing area will be reevaluated on an annual basis based
on recent trends and biotoxin results in the region. Failsafe measures, such as reverting to
weekly testing should there be a detection of paralytic shellfish toxin, will be put in place to
ensure that there will be adequate testing coverage if a risk may be present. A Tasmanian
Bivalve Mollusc Biotoxin Management Plan will be submitted to the Australian Government
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) for endorsement prior to
implementation. Following DAFF’s approval, ShellMAP will distribute updated sampling
schedules for each growing area.

Please feel free to contact the ShellMAP team at shellmap@nre.tas.gov.au or
Dr Kate Ollerhead, Scientific Officer, at Kate.Ollerhead@nre.tas.gov.au or 0457 034 297 with
any questions regarding this new sampling regime.

I would like to thank your organisation for its ongoing commitment to delivering safe and
healthy oysters to both local and global markets.

Yours sincerely

Jason Jacobi
Secretary

26 August 2025



