
 
 

Labor Member for Bass 

14 July 2025 

  

Mr Duncan Spender 

Chief Executive Officer 

Oysters Tasmania 

117 Sandy Bay Road 

Sandy Bay TAS 7005 

 

Dear Duncan, 

Thank you for your letter dated 13 June 2025 and for your continued leadership 

of Oysters Tasmania. Your advocacy for Tasmania’s oyster farmers and the broader 

seafood sector is deeply appreciated. 

 

Tasmanian Labor has outlined a series of commitments in response to the policy 

statement from Seafood Industry Tasmania, which we are pleased to reaffirm here: 

 

• We support the digital transition of wild catch fisheries, beginning with 

support for the development of a roadmap to guide this transformation. 

 

• We will invest the $110,000 requested to Tasmania’s biotoxin monitoring 

and communication program, ensuring all fishers benefit from safe, reliable 

information while supporting public health and responsible fisheries 

management  

 

• We will provide a one-off increase of $500,000 to the Sustainable Marine 

Research Collaboration Agreement (SMRCA) to meet immediate research 

needs, and commit to a full review of SMRCA arrangements. 

 

   

  



 

 

 

 

 

Research is the foundation of strong, resilient fisheries management. 

 

• In government, Tasmanian Labor will convene a sector-wide roundtable to 

agree on a pathway forward to rebalance investment in our fisheries and 

ensure fairness and sustainability across all sectors. 

 

We acknowledge and support your specific request for $110,000 toward biotoxin 

testing charges, recognising the public benefit this testing provides and the unfair 

burden currently placed on seafood businesses—particularly oyster farmers. You will 

be please to see this was included in our submission to SIT and that it was supported 

by all wild fisheries sectors.  

 

We look forward to working with Oysters Tasmania in government to address the 

many other issues we have been actively engaged on together. Your insights and 

partnership are vital to shaping a strong future for Tasmania’s oyster industry and 

the communities it supports. 

 
 
Yours Sincerely 

 
 

Janie Finlay MP 

MEMBER FOR BASS 

CC: Dean Winter MP Tasmanian Labor Leader 


